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The Real Battle: A Series in Revelation 8/11
Eleanor Mumford – 9th August 2026 (watch talk here)
Zoom Out
In this talk, Eleanor unpacked Revelation chapter 12 for us in which we’re presented with three visions of spiritual warfare between the kingdom ruled by God and the kingdom ruled by Satan. Its purpose is to encourage us that Jesus has won the victory over evil, and those who belong to him share in that victory. While some parts of Revelation seem strange or difficult to understand, the overall purpose is to reveal what is really happening behind the scenes of history. Through John’s vision, God is strengthening the first century believers by revealing the heavenly reality that although evil may appear powerful, it is not ultimately in control: God is still on the throne and remains sovereign.
Zoom In
1. Spiritual warfare is first directed against Christ
The first vision in Revelation 12:1-6 is interpreted as:
· The woman = God's people (Israel and ultimately the Church)
· The child = Jesus Christ 
· The dragon = Satan
The dragon's attempt to destroy the child reflects Satan's opposition to Jesus from the beginning, including Herod's attempt to kill Jesus as an infant. Spiritual warfare is fundamentally about Satan's opposition to Jesus. Attacks on Christians and the Church are therefore ultimately expressions of that hatred.
2. Spiritual warfare includes a cosmic conflict
The second vision in verses 7-13 describes war in heaven between Michael and his angels and the dragon and his angels. This is a picture of the cosmic reality behind earthly events. As history shows, Satan and evil are real, however, Satan is a defeated enemy: “having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross” (Colossians 2:15). Here the familiar tension of "now and not yet" is highlighted: the victory is won now through Christ, but the full and final realisation of that victory is still to come.
3. Spiritual warfare is directed against believers
In Revelation 12:13-17 we see Satan ‘wage war against the rest of her offspring’.  Since Jesus has ascended to heaven, Satan cannot attack Christ directly so instead he attacks Christ's people, the Church. Eleanor outlined three primary tactics Satan uses:
a) Deception 
Satan is described as one who deceives the world (Revelation 12:9). The danger is in leaning too far towards two extremes: 
· Denying spiritual evil altogether, becoming unaware of his deception.
· Becoming obsessed with demons and spiritual warfare, flattering Satan with too much attention.
The biblical approach is to remain aware without becoming preoccupied.
b) Persecution
Throughout history Satan has opposed God's people through hostility, intimidation, and suffering. Christians should not be surprised when following Jesus involves opposition.
c) Accusation
In Revelation 12:10 Satan is called "The accuser of the brothers and sisters." Satan seeks to:
· Remind believers of their shortcomings. E.g. “Look at what you did”, “You’re a sinner”.
· Create shame and guilt. E.g. “You’re worthless”, “You’re a failure”.
· Undermine confidence in God's grace. E.g. “You don’t deserve God’s love”, “God won’t forgive you”. 
· Question their identity. E.g. “You’re a disappointment to God”, “You’ll never change”.
These accusations often feel relentless and overwhelming like a torrent sweeping us away (Revelation 12:15-16)

Press In 
How believers overcome
The key verse is Revelation 12:11: "They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony." Eleanor highlighted ways we might think we can overcome such as self-defence, self-justification, busyness, escapism or blame-shifting, but these are ineffective and destructive. Instead, we overcome by remembering:

1. The blood of the Lamb
Christ's death has fully dealt with sin. Believers are forgiven, justified and accepted by God. Therefore, no accusation can stand against those whom Christ has redeemed.
2. Our testimony
Believers stand firmly in what God has done in their lives and in the truth of the gospel.
Romans 8:33-34 reinforces this: if God has justified us, no accusation can ultimately condemn us. Jesus has indeed won the victory over sin, death and the devil and we shall overcome. 

Reflect and discuss 
1. Which of Satan's tactics (deception, persecution, accusation) seems most relevant in today's culture?
2. What are the dangers of either ignoring spiritual warfare or becoming overly focused on it?
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Which of Satan’s tactics do you most commonly struggle with today?
4. Have you ever experienced thoughts similar to those described in the talk? How did you respond?
5. Do you live more aware of your weaknesses or of Christ's victory?
6. What circumstances currently challenge your belief that God is still on the throne?
7. What does it mean practically to overcome "by the blood of the Lamb"?
8. How does Christ's victory change the way we approach temptation, failure, or suffering?
9. In what ways might God be calling me to stand firm rather than live as a victim of my circumstances?
10. What would it look like this week to live as someone who genuinely believes Jesus has already won?

Pray
Spend some time praying for one another in response to what has come to light through reflection and discussion. Consider one thing you can do this week to oppose Satan’s tactics. As you pray, seek to encourage, comfort and strengthen each other to stand in the real battle.  
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