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Zoom Out

In this talk, Matt unpacks John's vision from Revelation of 'Babylon, The Prostitute on The Beast':
· A vision pointing towards the oppressive empire of Rome but then
· To the dark spiritual forces behind the curtain of the Empire (‘the thing behind the thing’).
· This worked itself in the oppression of Rome (considered in talks) but also to the seduction from empires and powers to first century believers and to the church through history.- and so, through vivid imagery, there is a caution for all believers to be aware of the continuous seduction and temptation of the culture around us that can pull us away from relationship with God. 


Zoom In

Key passage: Revelation 17:1-6
What does the image mean?
It is worth noting this passage may be shocking to hear, and depicts a vivid image including a Prostitute, which for modern readers may evoke understandable thoughts of those trapped and exploited in sex work but for first century readers would have had particular meaning.  The various images used would have been understood in the following ways:
The Woman Is Babylon, we are told in the passage. And Babylon is supposed to represent Rome here. One indicator of this is when we are told she sits on seven hills – Ancient Rome was famously known in the ancient world as the City of Seven Hills. 
The image of prostitution (and adultery) are classic Old Testament metaphors to reference unfaithfulness to God. 
The Beast is the same as we've seen before, and symbolises something of an evil influence. 
The appearance of the woman and her golden cup represents an attempt to draw people in. 
Together, this paints a picture of the seductive and oppressive empires of Babylon, and Rome. And more than just those two specific empires, the passage is drawing our attention to a pattern of regimes, leaders, or empires that could seem like they have a level of influence from the enemy behind the curtain. 
1: The Thing Behind the Thing
Instead of focusing on Rome, or Babylon itself, we can look at the methods the enemy might use through these empires to pull us away from God. 
One way could be oppression – we see that Christians were often killed for their faith. But likely for us in 21st century Britain, we are likely to experience seduction. The definition most helpful for this is: ‘the act of enticing or persuading someone to do something through charm, temptation, and clever influence.’
And seduction often isn't something we are aware is happening to us. The analogy of pushing your lilo out to sea, and closing your eyes is helpful. It is easy to end up somewhere dangerous without paying attention. The currents of the world are like that - they can seduce us and pull us away if we do not take care. 
2: A Clash of Kingdoms
Some currents at play in our world have influence from the Kingdom of Darkness/Kingdom of this World. 
The alternative is The Kingdom of Heaven/Jesus' Kingdom. 
We see Jesus tells us these two kingdoms are nothing alike. Even the imagery we see today as a contrast to the slain lamb is stark and noticeably different. 
Rome was a battlefield for this clash of Kingdoms going on in the world. Similar to how the Korean War was a Cold War battlefield. The battle for the original readers would have played out in their decision to be seduced by Rome or not. Rome offered every sensory and financial indulgence to a Christian - it would not have been easy to resist the Kingdom of Darkness and its lure of money and materialistic pleasures. 
3: Money sex power
Our lives today play out in that battlefield, with the spiritual clashes going on behind the scenes and influencing the currents around us. And a classic way to look at this is with three big temptations – money, sex and power. 
Money. Jesus warns us about the love of money, and how it can challenge his place as the master of a believer. The love of money leaves us wanting the next thing, without ever really achieving satisfaction. 
Sex. We live in a highly sexualised society, especially online and in media. But the version of sex we are being sold is so different to God's original design for intimacy that it cannot fulfill. 
Power. Power seems to corrupt those that hold it, and we so often find ourselves in crises of leadership due to abuses of power. The promise is status, and importance yet it often goes to the head of anyone holding it. 
Press In

How can we discern seduction? 

We can read the bible, to see the world through the lens of God's eyes – knowing what is from him and what is not. 
We can pray and invite God into our discernment and decision making, not having to do it alone. As him to give us strength. 
We need the help of other believers around us to keep us accountable and challenge us, and let us know when the world has got us drifting away from God. 
We must be wary of our attention - what we give our attention of the direction in which our heart moves. Distractions even if they aren't inherently wrong can take a large amount of our attention. 

Reflection Questions
1) When you look around the world today, do you see evidence of the enemy weaving his way through the currents surrounding us?
2) Have you ever considered that the enemy might try and seduce you?
3) Can you think of anything that is taking your attention away from God? Even if it isn’t a bad thing in and of itself?
4) Did anything come to mind as an area where you might be susceptible to the currents of the world?
5) Do you find it easy to forget that there is a spiritual battle going on around us all the time?
6) Which practical tip are you going to especially try and press into to discern this stuff?


